Question: 

Did Tashahhud really originate on the night of Mi'raj during a conversation between 
Allah «, the Prophet M and JibrTl afc? 

Answer: 

The alleged incident in the question has been written in many books. The shortest 
version is that of Abd al-LatTf Ibn al-Malak &, also known as Ibn Firishtah, in his 
Mabariq al-Anwar. This is the same text quoted by Mulla All al-Qari m in his Mirqdt al- 
Mafatth. 

^1 L-l dLi^ j»%Jl» : ^U; 4)1 Jlis <. ol^l^Jl ci^. ^l*; 4il ^ ^1 <u li |§§ <ul : t£jj 
M jl Ji$-Sl» : Jjj^r jUa t « jJ-LaJl 4)1 aLp Jp j Lie- v>Ul» : life jUa <, ((<ds' 4)1 i*- jj 

. «<J j^-jj oJLp Ijuj£ jl x$S\ j i 4il Ml Jl 



"It has been narrated that when he H was raised above [for the Mi'raj], he praised Allah Most 
High with these words [i.e. al-Tahiyyat], whereupon Allah Most High remarked: 'Peace be upon 
you, 0 Prophet, and Allah 's Mercy and His Blessings. ' He [i.e. the Prophet] m responded: 'Peace 
be upon us and Allah 's righteous servants. ' Thereafter, Jibnl said: T testify that there is no deity 
but Allah, and I testify that Muhammad is His slave and messenger.'"^ 

This has also been quoted by Imam al-QurtubT m in his TafsTr from Ibn Abbas a with 
only a partial chain. Preceding the incident is a short academic discussion regarding 
whether the incident is related to the relevant verses or not. He states: 

<-3 iSJ-> l-^-*j ' jrj <J oils' oJL* jl : *\ ■*..>> \\ j jl»L^ j (j~^-l ^ i^jj 
^loiA^l^a^st^p^ Jjj^aj J^jT^I^- ijt^L^jlij t^Lp^l^oUj^l 
<LS jM <. ^1 yl\ <LaS (J t<iJi t j£j J : jt-g-*2j«j jUj t^l iLJ y» '. 5II ^^jJl jU 

^^1 li : Jli ^1 ydl 2JLJ cjls" Lil : jli ^ L«li t LgJLS" Sj j^Jl oJlaj aSUj cJls" ^1 y>i\ 
) tii" : ^ijfr ^ cls^-' 'j-^ jjW- ckj^r j- 4 J ol j*— il J 3H 



(1) Mabariq al-Anwar 1/ 244 and Mirqat al-Mafatih under hadith (909). 



ol jls^Jl j 4i oL»*Jl» : jig Lff ^S\ jUs t «di>j jjl— «» ot> Jjj^r <Ji ' 4)1 *L ^JiJl 
jj5C ol *H ^^jJl aIjU t ((ajLs'^jj 4il 2L?- jj < _ sr Jl Lj-I dLic- j»*)LJl» : ^Uj 4)1 Jli . «oLkll j 
ol j^Jl J-*l j Jjj^>- jLaa <, (((jU-Lall 4)1 ^Lp Jp j LU |»}LJ!» : Jlis j»}LJl J lb~ <cJSl 

. «dj j^ jj oJLp Ijuj£ ol j 4)1 N ol Jig-il" : 

"It is narrated from al-Hasan, Mujahid and al-Dahhak that this ayah was in the story ofMi'raj. 
Likewise has been said in some narrations from Ibn 'Abbas. Some maintain that Jibril m 
descended with the whole Qur'an upon Muhammad M except for this ayah, because the 
Prophet M was the one who heard on the night ofMi'raj. Others maintain it did not occur in 
the incident ofMi'raj because the night ofMi'raj had occurred in [the era of} Makkah; and this 
Surah, in its totality, was revealed in Madmah. Consequently, those who say it was in the night 
ofMi'raj also say when the Prophet %, ascended and reached the heavens in a lofty place, Jibnl 
was with him until he [i.e. the Prophet M] had gone beyond the Sidrat al-Muntaha. Jibnl said 
to him: T cannot go beyond this juncture; none have been permitted to pass this point other 
than you.' The Prophet M passed through until he reached the place which Allah had willed. 
Jibnl indicated to him [ie. the Prophet M] to convey Salam to his Lord, so the Prophet M said: 
'All verbal, physical and monetary deeds are for Allah...'" The rest is as mentioned above. (2) 

Imam al-QurtubT m> seems to have taken it almost verbatim from Abu '1-Layth al- 
Samarqand! 4, who mentioned it in his Bahr al-'Ulum. {3) It has also been mentioned in 
a later work known as Ruh al-Bayan of Abu '1-Fida al-KhalwatT ; ». (4) The text is as 
follows: 

L : <uiL>- ^ Jj^j>- j . bjup jJij jA '. (jl t jJl jlp ^^-ll Jl* . * J9L0 

4) oL>«iJ|)) : 4J ji ja j t *bi]L IjJ t liiJj^ N j ^l j ^li >2JlJLp> 4il ol t 
^1 Li dLlp p!5LJl» : ^U; jUi <. SJlil j iJjJl j aJjaII obLJl : ^1 «oLkll j ol ji^Jl j 
jUa <, « ( jJ-U 2 Jl 4il iLp Jp j Lip j»^LJ|)) : jUs t ji-l pMw- ^ . «<d£ ^j 4il i*- jj 

. «<ilj^. jj oj^p Ijl*^ o! j 4)1 ^1 <dj N ol JLg-iI» : Jj^^r 

Aside from a few details, the incident is the same as translated above. 



(2) Tafsir al-Qurtubi under [al-Baqarah: 2/285-286], 

(3) 1/189 (d. 373 AH). 

(4) 5/21 (d. 1127 AH). 



Although this story has been written by a few scholars and is still told by many in 
public lectures, it holds no academic basis in Shan ah. This is for three reasons: 

1) There is no chain of transmission recorded for the incident - neither 
authentic nor weak. 

2) The hadith of Mi'raj has been authentically narrated with overwhelming 
details, and in no narration is the above incident related. 

3) The origin of Tashahhud has explicitly been mentioned in authentic 
narrations. 

One ought to not be deceived by names of great scholars when the story is circulated 
on social media or related in a lecture. Although the likes of al-Qurtubl, Ibn al-Malak 
(ibn Firishtah), 'All al-Qari and others have written it, and later scholars like Mawlana 
Yusuf al-LudhyanwT al-ShahTd * went to the extent of using it as his argument 
(hujjah) in a certain controversial discussion,' 5 ' none have provided a chain of 
transmission in their works. 

Imam Anwar Shah al-KashmTri 4, in his al-'Arf al-Shadhi, made an interesting 
observation. He mentions: 

: 4)1 Jli t £jj «4i oL*dl» : *l £LJ J - ^ - 4)1 Jj^> j Jli i_sL>-Vl ^^xj jSi j 

Jj^j <■ «4)l ::>Lp Jpj Lip f">LJl» :-^-4)l Jj^j Jli t ^1 «^l l^f dLip p!>LJl 

. t_/jjVl jjJl (J 0 jZ'i j <. j\\ oJl» JLUx Jl>-I 

"And some Hanafis mentioned..." then quoted the report; he continues: "However, I did 
not find a chain to this narration, and [imam al-Suhayli . ] mentioned it in al-Rawd al-Unuf. " w 

Al-Suhaylfs & text w is as follows: 

4J t 4i jjL^j J-SvJlj ' ^ ^"^j ^ &>'%'j j j»L iSi'^Lj (31 jJl 

: *J js (^1 «4j oL**Jl» : Jji jl ~jL1 <. Lb j <^pSM pLsHj Jl« j^>- j j Jl _p-Vl a ji» 
LU j.Ul» : jUi t «ajIs" 4)1 ls-jj Lj dLU v>LJ|)) : i£5*>Ml cJUi t «4i ol jJLaJl* 



(5) Ikhtilaf-e-Ummat Awr Sirat-e-Mustaqim (Urdu) [Maktabah Ludhyanwiyyah edition, 2009], p. 61. Also 
in English: Differences in the Ummat [Zam Zam Publishers, 2003], p. 57. 

(6) Al-'Arf al-Shadhi under hadfth (289). Note: Some of the scholars named in the previous passages 
were not of a Hanafi background. 

(7) 4/186. 



i «4il Jj^. j Iju^ jl x$S\ j 1 4il M I t!l M jl Jif^l » : iSotAll oJLda <, « jJ-LJl 4)1 ^Lp j 

Secondly, the details of Mi'rdj are recorded in numerous authentic narrations of a very 
lengthy hadith, which would take up several pages should it be typed in a 
contemporary style. These narrations entail nuanced intricacies with regard to 
exactly what happened in the Night Journey and illustrate quite a picture. However, 
two things are not mentioned therein: the date of its occurrence and the incident in 
question. The narrations can be read in the Sahihayn and other works of Hadith. &) 

Also, the Tashahhud itself has been authentically narrated in the books of Hadith. The 
great companion, 'Abdullah ibn Mas ud #, is on record as saying: 

cJxJU t j">U j £>^i t J-slSL. j f ">LJl : Hi t #g ^1 ^iU- LJU> lil b5 

ol jL^sJl j 4) oL^dl : J-SJLi t ^Jb-I ISLs <. pMwJl 4)1 jl» : jUs «|| 4)1 Jj~» j LJl 

j»iC;U t ^jl-L^Jl 4)1 ^Lp ^ j LJlc- j»t>LJl t ajIs" 4il i^jj ^1 Lf-I dUp |»*>LJl t oLkll j 

oJLp jl Jig-il j 4il Ml 4JI *y jl JL^I t ^jSM j <^\ c -*~Jl J ^JL^ 4i jlp ojL^I U j^li ISI 



"When we used to pray behind the Prophet %>, we used to say: 'Peace be upon Jibril and Mika'il; 
peace be upon so-and-so.' Allah's Messenger M looked towards us and said: 

"Indeed, Allah is the Peace. Whenever one of you prays, let him say: 'All verbal, physical and 
monetary deeds are for Allah. Peace be upon you, 0 Prophet, and Allah's Mercy and His 
Blessings. Peace be upon us and Allah's righteous servants.' When you say this, it will reach 
every righteous servant of Allah. [Then, continue:] T testify that there is no deity but Allah, and 
that Muhammad is His slave and messenger. "' (9) 

To conclude, the dialogue in question must not be quoted in lectures, nor written in 
books or articles, nor circulated on social media. If one quotes it in order to critique 
and/ or expose the matter, this is an exception to the rule. Since there is no basis to 
this story, one must exercise full precaution. The Prophet M is on record as saying: 



(8) Al-Bukhari (3207) and Muslim (162). 

(9) Al-Bukhari (3207) and Muslim (162). 



"Whosoever relays a hadith from me, thinking it to be false, then he is one of the liars." 1 
The Prophet M has also cursed those who fabricate lies upon him: 



"Whosoever deliberately lies upon me, let him reserve his seat in the Fire. " ( 1 u 

Instead, one ought to strictly adhere to the guidelines to which Allah H draws the 
readers' attention in the Qur'an: 




"Oyou who believe, if a sinner brings some news to you, then verify it; lestyou unknowingly 
convey (it) to some people, thereby regretting what you have done." in) 

Answered by Shahin-ur Rahman, Northampton, UK. 

Tuesday 6 th Ramadan 1436 AH / 23 rd June 2015 CE 

Checked and approved by Shaykh Dr. Abul Hasan Hussain Ahmed, London, UK. 



(10) Muslim in the Preface to his Sahih [l], al-Tirmidhf. (2662) and Ibn Majah: (4l). 

Note: This hadith has not been numbered by Shaykh Muhammad Fu'ad 'Abd al-Baql m in Sahih Muslim. 

Al-Bukharl (110), Muslim in Preface [4] (3) and al-Tirmidhi(2659). 
(12) [Al-Hujurat: 49/6]. 



